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Winter mortality of Snapping Turtles 

at Mud Lake 


David Sehurn and Ian Whyte 



Basking Snapping Turtle. Photo credit: David Sebum 


Death is a natural part of life, but sometimes there are more deaths at a given time 
than are expected. In this article we report on an apparently unusual number of dead 
Snapping Turtles at Mud Lake (Britannia Conservation Area) and speculate on the 
cause of the mortality. In previous years we have found the odd dead turtle at Mud 
Lake, but never more than one or two in the spring. 

In early May of this year, a few dead Snapping Turtles at Mud Lake were reported 
on the OFNC facebook page. On 6 May, the two of us set out to Mud Lake to search 
for dead Snapping Turtles and learn what we could about the event. We focused our 
efforts only along the south shore of the lake. In total we found six dead turtles, all 
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adults. The turtles were found from the SW corner of the lake to the SE corner, near 
the boardwalk. There were four males and two females (Table 1). The six turtles 
averaged 31 cm in carapace (top shell) length and the average size of the males (32.5 
cm) was greater than the females (28.75 cm). Male Snapping Turtles can grow 
larger than females (Ernst and Lovich 2009) so this size difference is not surprising. 
Overall, the dead turtles appeared to be in good condition, with only one of them 
(#1) displaying any injuries. It appeared that a predator had chewed on the head and 
front shoulder of this individual. This turtle was found on shore, while the others 
were found in the lake but close to shore. It seems likely that a scavenger preyed on 
the turtle after it washed up on shore. 


Dead Snapping Turtle. Photo credit: Ian Whyte 


Given the lack of wounds on most of the turtles it seems unlikely that the turtles were 
predated while hibernating at the bottom of Mud Lake. The most likely possibility is 
that the turtles died over the course of the winter. The winter of 2013-14 seemed 
long and cold to the humans of Ottawa, but was the winter more extreme than usual? 
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Table 1. Dead adult Snapping Turtles found at Mud Lake on 6 May 2014 


Turtle 

Sex 

Carapace length 
(cm) 

Notes 

1 

M 

36 

Head area and left front shoulder had been 
chewed on 

2 

M 

31 

Good condition 

3 

M 

30.5 

Good condition 

4 

M 

30.5 

Good condition 

5 

F 

30.5 

Good condifion 

6 

F 

27 

Good condition 


We obtained the daily Ottawa weather observations from Environment Canada. 

Using the daily minimum temperatures we calculated the average monthly minimum 
temperatures and compared this to the monthly minimum temperatures of the 30 year 
climate normal. Each month from November to April was colder than the climate 
normal (Figure I). A colder than average winter likely would result in thicker ice. It 
seems possible that some shallow portions of the lake froze right to the bottom. Any 
turtles that chose such shallow areas to hibernate could have been killed. 

Did this event kill all the Snapping Turtles at Mud Lake? Definitely not. On 15 
May of this year, one of us (DS) saw four adult Snapping Turtles basking at Mud 
Lake, equaling his previous daily record (Sebum 2014). Snapping Turtles don’t 
bask as much as Painted Turtles do so it is unclear how many Snapping Turtles live 
at Mud Lake. 

It seems odd that we found only dead Snapping Turtles. There are hundreds of 
Painted Turtles and at least a few Blanding’s Turtles at Mud Lake (Sebum 2014) so 
why were none of them killed? It is possible that the larger size of Snapping Turtles 
makes it harder for them to avoid freezing conditions. It is also possible that other 
species died but we just didn't find their bodies as we did not survey the shore of the 
entire lake. In any case, the death of six adult Snapping Turtles, even if through 
natural causes, is likely a significant loss to the population. 
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Figure 1. Monthly minimum temperatures during the winter of 2013-14 and the 30- 
year climate normal. 
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You have probably seen me 
hundreds of times 


Paul Hamilton 


What 

This is the most common large alga in the Rideau River (Fig. 1). It is in the green 
algae group, \vhich means that its evolution is more closely related to the land plants 
than the other algae (e.g. red algae, brown algae, golden-brown algae, blue-green 
algae). Oedogonium (sound-out, Ou-do-gonium) is a simple filament of cells (not 
branched) that feels to the touch like a thread (not slippery). There are presently 496 
accepted species worldwide with well over 1 50 species in North America. Filaments 
are attached to other plants and hard substrates in rivers, lakes, ponds and even 
ditches. As the population grows, filaments become detached and form large masses 
which get tangled. By early June the tangled mats can float to the surface of the 
Rideau River. 

Oedogonium is identified by the distinct green chloroplast which is a series of 
interconnected ribbon-like chloroplast threads (Fig. 2a arrow). Another distinct 
feature is the collection of caps (isolated severed caps) at one end of a cell (Fig. 3c 
arrow). The caps are formed by the cell as it pinches off the end and these pinched 
caps collect at the end of the cell. 1 know of no other family in the microscopic 
world where this happens. In identification, either chloroplast shape or the presence 
of caps can easily identify this genus. The species are identified by the type and 
form of sexual reproduction. 

Wh ere 

Oedogonium is very common throughout North America in ion rich waters. 

Typically found in slow flowing to stagnant waters in lakes stream and ponds. Light 
and elevated nutrient levels are required to get the formation of thick mats as 
observed in the Rideau River. In the Rideau this alga is most common from Burritts 
Rapids to downtown Ottawa. It is also common in wetlands adjacent the Rideau 
from Burritts Rapids to Smiths Falls and in the downstream wetland of Lower 
Rideau Lake. The mats of algae are primarily Oedogonium, but many other species 
can be captured in the mat, including Cladophora and Hydrodictyon (Fig. 2b,c). 
Notice the difference in branching. For the early part of the growing season, growth 
is below the water surface, but as the mats develop they float to the surface. 
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Figure I. The Rideau River facing north at St. Patrick Street Bridge, Ottawa. A 
large algae mat floating on the water surface (lower panel). 
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Figure 2. The common large algae of the Rideau River, a) Oedogonium filament 
representing five cells (no branching). Inset line drawing of a single cell (from F.E. 
Fritsch). Arrow showing the fine chloroplast strands which is characteristic for this 
genus, b) The genus Cladophora. This picture illustrates the dense chloroplast and 
small diatom cells attached on the left side. Double arrow shows branching, c) The 
genus Hydrodictyon showing the net-like branching pattern. Double arrow showing 
the junction of two cells. 
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How 

Oedogonium species have a varied and very complex life cycle. Germination 
happens in the spring with good light, fertilizer and ions (salts). Through cell 
division the species develop long filaments which form interconnected mats in the 
water. At the end of the growing season, they can produce simple spores [no sex] 
from swimming cells (zoospores) which later form into resting spores and 
subsequently new plants (algae filaments). If sex is the mode of reproduction, 
selected cells produce swimming androspores which later form male spermatozoids. 
The filaments also produce female eggs (oogonia). The oogonia are fertilized by 
spermatozoids forming a fertilized egg (zygote) which later germinates into a new 
plant-filament. Sexual reproduction is enhanced by good ion levels and low nitrogen 
relative to phosphorus levels. In some cases even parthenogenesis (some plants and 
insects develop from a female cell without males) can occur. If you’ve been keeping 
track, Oedogonium can produce three different types of swimming cells (one for 
non-sexual reproduction, one for the formation of male plant filaments and one for 
spermatozoids). Indeed for a simple thread forming species these algae have 
reproductive life cycles as complex as higher plants and animals. 

Figure 2a shows the normal cell growth into filaments. There are 5 individual cells 
in this filament. When conditions are right androspores (small cells with flagella) 
emerge from smaller “squashed” cells (Fig. 3b, arrow) and the androspores swim 
away and attach close to an oogonium (female egg cells. Fig. 3a, arrow). Once 
attached the androspores develop into small 1-5 cell filaments and the tip cells then 
form spermatozoids (Fig. 3a double arrow). The sperm cells then swim to the 
oogonium and enter a pore that was created. Fertilization is complete and the egg 
cells settle into a resting state throughout the winter and emerge in the spring (Fig. 3a 
lower dark oogonium is fertilized). Some fertilized oogonia can .stay dormant for 
years. 

Until 20 years ago we thought that these filaments were stationary. Work with time- 
lap photography tells a different story. The filaments are able to slowly move up and 
down in order to optimize light conditions. Under excessive light the filaments 
move down and move up if the light levels are too low. There is one problem, when 
the filaments get tangled up and start to form mats, movement is likely restricted. As 
these photosynthetic organisms product oxygen during the day and COj during the 
night, the air bubbles get trapped in the entangled mats and the mats float to the 
surface (what we sec). The trapped air continues to keep the mats at the surface for 
an extended period or until the filaments die back (go into a resting period) at the 
end of the summer. 
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Figure 3. Sexual reproductions and celt structure, a) Oogonia (single arrow) and 
male antheridia (double arrow). Spermatozoids (flagellated cells) released from the 
tip cell of the antheridia swim to and fertilize the oogonia. b) These small compact 
cells (arrow) form androspores (flagellated cells) that swim close to oogonia and 
form the "male" antheridia filament (double arrow above). C) A series of broken caps 
at the end of a cell (arrow); a characteristic feature for Oedogonium, 
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Why & W hen 

Don’t blame the messenger. The extensive growth of these mats of algae in the 
Rideau River has both a recent and historic cause. The Rideau River is a constructed 
river/canal system. This man-made waterway during creation disturbed large areas 
of terrestrial land which caused extensive erosion and sediment/fertilizer inputs into 
the waterway. The Rideau waterway has never really stabilized from the made-made 
system and ongoing water level control. In addition new fertilizer loading from 
farming and urban development has sustained the high level of nutrients (fertilizer) 
in the lower part of the Rideau, from Burritts Rapids to Ottawa. Slow flow, good 
light conditions, higher ion (salt) levels due to soil erosion, and elevated nutrient 
levels are perfect conditions for the mat development of Oedogonium. The recent 
introduction of Zebra mussels from Burritts Rapids to Ottawa has cleared the water 
(reduced the number) of smaller microscopic algae, and other small matter, but has 
not affected the filament mat algae. Figure 1 shows the River at St. Patrick Street 
Bridge in Ottawa on August 30, 1999 and September 12, 2002. This illustrates that 
sometimes the mats will not appear, however these days most years will have mats 
from mid- to late summer. Historically, over the previous 62 years (1948-2010) the 
Rideau River flow data (an indirect measure of algae growth [faster flow less 
growth]) suggests that 36 years had conditions similar to 1999 and the other 26 years 
were similar to 2002. In recent times the growth is more similar to 2002. This is the 
prominent green alga of the Rideau. 

.Acknow ledgements 
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beneath boughs of blushing apples 
we sit sleepily in blankets of sun, 
contrived by the seamster hum 
of cicadas, till a thread's breadth 
of an autumn current slips the edging ... 

Marie Clausen 
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The Other Plant Pests 
Regulated by Canada 

K. McLachlan Hamilton 


In the previous issue of T&L I attempted to address the questions concerning plant 
and plant pests regulated by Canada (McLachlan Hamilton 2014). The article 
provided a list and some information on the plants and the invertebrates that are 
currently regulated by Canada. It did not include the others—viruses, fungi, 
bacteria, phytoplasmas and unknowns—all the organisms I know virtually nothing 
about. However I needed to complete the project and fulfill my goal to become 
informed about the invasive species Canada regulates. So I began by learning 
something about these often overlooked organisms 

Fungi 

Fungi are defined as multi-cellular organisms that have a rigid cell wall (like a plant) 
but contains no chlorophyll, and the cell wall is made of chitin, not cellulose 
(Howard et al. 1994). Also fungi usually obtain the necessary nutrients from other 
organisms either after its host has died, or co-exist with its host sometimes helping 
the plant by providing/conserving water or producing toxins which protect the plant 
from herbivores (CFIA 2007). 

Fungi disperse by spores. If the conditions are right, the spore will germinate, grow 
into a thread-like germ tube and then enter the plant. Spores can be soil-borne and 
be later transported to other sites through cultivation, erosion and water. They can 
also be airborne, using the wind for dispersal (Howard et al. 2007). 

Viruses 

Viruses are really small, from 20 to 1200 millimicrons in size (lcm= 100000 
millimicrons), and not visible even with a light microscope. Essentially they are a 
set of nucleic acid molecules encased in a protective protein/lipoprotein coat. 

A virus is a obligate parasite and needs a host to survive as it can not capture or store 
energy on its own. The host provides the necessary proteins and nucleic acids which 
allows the virus to replicate. Hosts include almost all living organisms from algae to 
vertebrates and vascular plants. Most plant viruses are spread externally and must 
penetrate the plant’s epidermis to be successful. This is often achieved by root 
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grafting, through mechanical means (i.e, cutting plants using infected pruners or 
ploughing fields with contaminated farm ) or via vectors (insects, nematodes, 
humans). However, some viruses are seed borne (an infected plant produces 
infected seeds) (Howard 1994). 

There are six major plant virus groups: double-stranded DNA (dsDNA), single- 
stranded DNA(ssDNA), double-stranded RNA(dsRNA), negative sense single 
stranded RNA (ssRNA-), positive sense single-stranded RNA(ssRNA-i-) and reverse- 
transcribing viruses. DNA viruses replicate in a host cell’s nucleus whereas RNA 
viruses replicate in the host’s cytoplasm. Reverse-transcribing viruses have cither 
ssRNA or dsDNA and use the opposite genome to replicate (CFIA 2007). 

Double-stranded DNA are the largest (up to 400,000 base pairs), but there are no 
plant viruses in this group. Most plant viruses belong to the ssRNA+ group; no plant 
viruses belong to the dsDNA group (CFIA 2007). 

The viruses are the largest group of regulated plant pathogens, with 64 organisms 
(Table 2). I believe they are one of the more difficult groups to identify because 
there is little available information for some organisms. My primary resource was 
the online sites. Many were quite helpful, sueh as the CABI site 
(http.//www.cabi.org) and the FAO/IBPGR Technical Guidelines series, but they did 
not have all the information I was looking for. That is why there is a large section of 
unassigned organisms and some empty boxes. The information may be out there, I 
just did not find it. For someone interested in certain viruses, 1 would suggest 
seeking out a virologist. 

Viroid 

Viroids are smaller than a virus, contain only RNA which is 240-400 nucleotides 
long. A viroid must rely on its host for replication and does it by interfering with 
its metabolism. 

Bacteria 

Bacteria are microscopic unicellular organisms which have a cell wall but no 
chlorophyll. Reproduction is by binary fission and to complete one generation it 
takes 20 minutes to four hours depending on the species and environmental 
conditions (Howard et al. 1994). Due to the bacteria’s small size and reduced 
morphological structure, an identification is based on laboratory methods. They are 
identified as gram negative or gram positive, which relates to the color it turns when 
stained and viewed under the microscope. Purple is positive and red is negative 
(Vidaver and Lambrecht 2014). 

Bacteria are found everywhere. They are solitary or live in a monoculture or with 
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other species groups. They typically enter a plant through a natural opening such as 
stomata, roots, or an injury caused by an insect, fungus or man. One surprising 
example is through wind-driven rain carrying the bacteria. 

Phytoplasmas 

A phytoplasma is a new type of prokaryote (single-cellular organism) that is different 
from other pathogens. Phytoplasmas look like mycoplasmas (a microscopic 
bacteria-like organism) physically but behave like a viral infection. However, 
through genetic analysis it was determined that they form a distinct genus (Firrao et 
al. 2007). They do not have a cell wall, nucleus or cytoplasmic organelles. They are 
pleiomorphic or filamentous in shape, and have the smallest genome (CABI 2012). 

Phytoplasmas are transmitted by plant sucking insects, primarily in the planthopper 
(Cicadellidae), leafhopper (Cixidae, Derbidae, Delphacidae) and jumping plant lice 
(Psyllidae) families. They are found in the phloem sieve tubes of plants, and are 
easily moved from an infected plant to a healthy one through the stylet of a feeding 
insect. They may also be transmitted through parasitic plants such as dodder 
(Cuscuta spp.). Both dodder and insects remain infected for the rest of their life 
(Bertaccini and Duduk 2009). 

Phytoplasmas are responsible for hundreds of diseases in hundreds of plants 
worldwide; however, individual species may have a restricted distribution or host 
range. Plants containing phytoplasmas tend to develop leaf-like structures rather 
than flowers, produce sterile flowers, numerous axillary buds, abnormal intemode 
elongations or appear stunted. 

Unknowns 

This classification is unclear. Some of the organisms were listed as “unassigned 
virus” so why are they not placed with the viruses? It may be due to how new this 
information is with respect to the regulated list. Whatever the reason, the 
classification was retained for this project. 

Currently, Canada regulates 37 fungi (Table 1), nine bacteria (Table 3), 10 
phytoplasmas (Table 4) and eight unknowns (Table 5). 

Lessons Learned 

• Do not move infected nursery stock. That is how many plant pests enter a 
new area. 

• Use commercial seed. It should be pathogen free. 

• Remove trees showing virus symptoms to protect other trees in the planting 
from becoming infected. 

• If you are in an infected area always exercise sterile methods such as 
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dispose of diseased plant material by incineration, or transport it in a closed 
container and disinfect all tools before moving them to another site. 

• Beware of what you have ordered. Little cherry disease is believed to be 
widespread because trees labeled as ornamental flowering cherry trees were 
distributed worldwide and later it was recognised that these trees were 
latent carriers of the virus. 

• If an insect vector is known to spread a virus, controlling the insect may 
help to limit or reduce the rate of spread within an orchard. 

• There are consequences of importing an organism (nematode Xiphinema 
americanum transmitting TomRSV). 

• Only use indexed/certified budwood for propagation to minimize the 
transmission of pathogens. 

• Herbaceous weeds growing around orchards can serve as a reservoir not 
only for insects to overwinter but also the viruses/phytoplasmas they may 
be carrying (i.e. Peach x-disease). 

• The lists below explains why plants with soil from outside continental 
North America are prohibited and why people should declare items on their 
forms when entering Canada from other countries. 
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Table 1. The fungi with scientific and common names, present distributions, plant hosts, mode of transmission and an online 
reference for further information where available. Primary hosts are in bold. Taxonomic order and family are included as 
subheadings. 
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Table 2. The viruses with scientific and common names, present distributions, habitat preferences, modes of dispersal and an 
online image with further information. Primary hosts are in bold. Taxonomic order, family and genus are included as 
subheadings. ____ 
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Table 3. The bacteria with scientific and common names, present distributions, plant hosts, mode of transmission and an online 
reference for further information. Primary hosts are in bold. Taxonomic order and family are included as subheadings._ 
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Table 4. The regulated phytoplasmas with scientific and common names, present distributions, plant hosts, mode of transmission 
an online reference for further information. Where there are numerous plant hosts, the listed primary hosts are in bold. 
Taxonomic order and family are included as subheadings. 
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information. Primary hosts are in bold. 
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2014 Christmas Bird Counts 


Ottawa-Gatineau Christinas Bird Count 

This year’s Ottawa-Gatineau CBC will be held on Sunday December 14,2013. 
Details re: the post-count compilation and dinner will be provided to participants by 
the sector leaders, closer to the date of the event. For more information, please 
contact birdcounts@ofnc.ca. 


Dunrobin-Breckenridge Christmas Bird Count 

Another traditional local CBC, featuring more rural habitats than the Ottawa- 
Gatineau count, and not that far out of town! Please contact count coordinator Bruce 
Di Labio for details at 613-839-4395 or bruce.dilabio@sympatico.ca for this year’s 
date and other information. 


We encourage you to come out for these great traditional birding events in the 
Ottawa-Gatineau area! You don’t need to be an “expert” birder to join in—even 
counting birds at your feeder from the comfort of your own home can be an 
important contribution. The more participants the better, to discover what’s out there 
in our area during the fall and winter seasons! 
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OFNC Awards Night 


Saturday 18 April 2015 
7:00 p.m. -10:00 p.m. 
St. Basil’s 



Save the date for this annual event. Further information will be found on the OFNC 
website and in T&L closer to the date 
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OFNC Awards Call for Nominations 


As the days become shorter, why not think about the brighter days ahead. And while 
dreaming for those warmer days, give some thought towards someone you think is 
deserving of an OFNC award. 

There are seven different awards that recognize different categories of volunteer 
efforts; Member of the Year, Honorary Member, George McGee Service Award, 
Anne Hanes Natural History Award, two Conservation Awards (member and non¬ 
member) and the Mary Stuart Education Award. 

Member of the Year is given to someone who has contributed substantially to the 
Club in the previous year while the Honorary Member award is to recognize 
contributions by a member (or non-member) to the OFNC or towards Canadian 
natural history. 

The George McGee Service Award, named after a former member, is presented to 
someone (or a group) who has (have) contributed to the running of the Club over 
several years. 

The Conservation Awards are presented to members or non-members who have 
contributed to the conservation of the Ottawa Valley, with particular emphasis in the 
Ottawa District. This could include anything from trying to protect natural lands, or 
protecting a species in decline to working on the protection/preservation of 
waterways. 

The Anne Hanes Award is designed for someone who, through independent study, 
has contributed to the knowledge and appreciation of natural history. While the 
Mary Stuart Award focuses someone who has contributed to the dissemination of 
natural history knowledge. 

4 

For complete descriptions and a list of past recipients, visit the OFNC website 
(http:/M’ww.ofnc.ca/awards.php#moy). See if someone is missing from those lists 
and, if so, nominate someone. Please include a brief description as to why you have 
chosen that person, it will helpful. 

All nominations may be directed to the Awards Committee (ofnc@ofnc.ca) by 31 
December 2014. Decisions are made in January 2015, and awards are presented at 
the OFNC Awards Night. 
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F^us Scientific 

tiu Universe in 'Tocus Since 1975 


Web Store 
focusscientific.com 


613 - 723-1350 


Binoculars - Monoculars - Spotting Scopes - Telescopes 
Microscopes - Loupes - Tripods 


Antares - Bushnell - Celestron - Kowa - Leica - Manfrotto - Minox - Motic 
Nikon - Sky-Watcher - Steiner - Swarovski - Takahashi - Vortex - Zeiss 

Focus Scientific 911 Carling Ave. Ottawa ON K1Y4E3 


FSc Stereo Microscope 
7x to 4Sx Zoom 


Kowa TSN-883 Spotting Scope 
20-60X 88mm 


Swarovski Swarovision EL 
8.5x 42mm Sirrocular 
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Coming Events 

Arranged by the OFNC Events Committee 
For further information, please check our website 
H’ww. ofnc.ca 

PLEASE NOTE: The OFNC website (ofnc.ca) contains the most up-to-date 
information on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions. The 
Club’s Facebook site <http://www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> and 
Twitter account <@OttawaFieldNat> will also be used to announce last minute 
changes to events. Note that we anticipate having several weather and year- 
dependent events that are not included in Trail & Landscape and will only be 
announced at the last minute via our website, Facebook and Tw itter. These 
include seasonal events such as Snowy Owl viewing, the spring Snow Goose 
spectacle, Eardley Eagles and Mudpuppy Night. 

ALL OUTINGS: Field trips to natural areas in our region and beyond take place all 
year round. These events are for OFNC members and prospective members. 
Prospective members are welcome unless the notice indicates that participation is 
limited, or that bus travel is involved. 

Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the weather forecast and 
activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all birding trips. Unless 
otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

MONTHLY IVl EETINGS: Our monthly meetings will be held at the Central 
Experimental Farm in the K.W. Neatby Building, Salon B, at 960 Carling 
Avenue. There is ample free parking in the lot on the West side of Maple Drive by 
Carling Ave., immediately to the east of the main entrance to the Neatby Building. 

* 

EVENTS ORIENTED TO ALL AGES: Kids are welcome on all of our trips. We 
have highlighted particular hikes as “oriented to all ages” as these are most likely to 
be enjoyed by typical children. Depending on your child(ren)’s interests and 
stamina, please feel free to bring them along on any events. For events tailored to 
kids, check out the Macoun Field Club (http://www.ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php). 
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Saturday 
11 October 
9:15 a.m. 
or 

10:00 a.m. 
(depending on 
meeting 
place!) 
to 

2:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
12 October 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

1:00 p.m. 


Tuesday 
14 October 
7:00 p.m. 
Social 


7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 


RAMBLE AT REVELER CONSERVATION AREA 
Leader: Owen Clarkin 

Meet: 9:15 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast 
corner of parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near Pizza 
Pizza. 

or 10:00 a.m. at Reveler Conservation Area parking lot at the 
corner of Reveler Road and Concession 10-11 Road. 

The Reveler Conservation Area near Crysler is like an oasis in the 
modern agricultural landscape, (http://www.nation.on.ca/ 
recreation/birding/reveler-co nservation -area -crysler-on tario) 
Recently donated for protection by the Reveler family, it is a 
property rich in flora and fauna. The site is diverse, with dry 
rocky uplands, meadows, rich forests,and moist lowlands, all in 
close proximity on limestone bedrock. Techniques for 
recognizing locally abundant woody plants will be shared. Robust 
populations of Butternut. Black Maple, Slippery Elm, and Rock 
Elm are among the highlights. All three native ash are present, 
with no noticeable Emerald Ash Borer impact (yet). 

Hand lens, binoculars, field guides and notebooks could be of use, 
but are not required. Bring a lunch and drinking water and dress 
for the weather as this is a rain or shine event. 

WILD GOOSE CHASE IN WEST END 
Leader: Richard Waters 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast comer of 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road, near Pizza Pizza. 
Let’s try to repeal the six-goose day we had back on Oct 12 2009! 
Of course we shall have a look for anything else of interest along 
the way. Dress and stock up for the weather. Bring a lunch or 
snack, binoculars and a scope, if you have one. 

This is a rain or shine outing. 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

AUSTRALIA: BIRDING THE LAND DOWN UNDER 
Speaker: Mark Gawn 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

With a plethora of endemic bird families, superb scenery, and 
(let’s be honest) great wine, Australia is a premier birding 
destination. Mark Gawn recently sampled its avian riches, finding 
more than 400 species in a month long birding quest ranging from 
the snow bound forests of Tasmania to the baking heat of the Top 
End. Join Mark as he meets an Albatross whisperer, slogs through 
ankle deep ice cold water in search of the enigmatic Ground 
Parrot, and marvels at the diversity of Honeyeaters. 
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Saturday 

18 October 

9:00 a.m. 

to 

mid 

afternoon 

GENERAL INTEREST WALK—LIMERICK FOREST 
Leader: Stew Hamill (613-269-3415 or shamill@ripnet.com). 
Meet: 9:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast 
corner of the parking lot near Pizza Pizza, Richmond Road at 
Assaly Road. 

or 

10:00 a.m. at the Limerick Interpretive Centre (1175 Limerick 
Road). Contact Stew at for more information. 

Limerick Forest is a 5782-hectare community forest in eastern 
Ontario, owned and managed by the United Counties of Leeds and 
Grenville. Conifer plantations account for approximately one third 
of the total area of Limerick Forest. This is a result of the 
reforestation of abandoned farmland by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR) via the Agreement Forest Program started in 
the early 1940s. The remainder of Limerick is comprised of 
wetlands and second growth mixed forest, in roughly equal 
proportions of one-third each. 

The Friends of Limerick invite you to walk trails through 
plantation and swamp to two boardwalks overlooking marshes, 
looking for late summer wild flowers plus waterfowl and other 
birds. This 3.5 km hike will be followed by lunch and a visit to the 
Interpretive Centre. After lunch we can view the historic bird egg 
collection, containing 743 sets of eggs, some still in their original 
nests. Wear hiking gear, and bring a lunch. 

Saturday 

25 October 
7:00 p.m. 
to 

9:00 p.m. 

WILDLIFE IN SRI LANKA—A COLLECTION OF SHORT 
VIDEOS 

Presenter: Jeewa Mendis 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretation Centre, off 
Prince of Wales Drive. 

Jeewa is a gifted field naturalist with an amazing amount of 
patience and a wonderful eye for spotting unusual subjects and 
capturing them on camera. She will make a brief presentation on 
the wildlife of Sri Lanka and then show the videos and photos she 
took while visiting there last winter. Light refreshments will be 
served. 
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Saturday 

1 November 

8:30 a.m. 

to 

12:00 noon 

FALL BIRDING 

Leader: Jon Ruddy 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond at Assaly Road near Pizza Pizza. Carpool 
to wherever the finches are in the west part of Ottawa. 

Let’s head out for some fall fun! The focus will be on raptors and 
waterfowl. Early November, though often chilly, is a great time to 
get out and experience some of the fascinating and beautiful 
migrants that one can see throughout Ottawa. Depending on 
conditions and up-to-date reports, we will aim to observe 
waterfowl such as Loons, Scoters, Goldeneyes, Richardson’s 

Cackling Goose, maybe even a Greater White-fronted Goose or 
two; and hawks and eagles such as Rough-legged Hawks, 

Northern Red-tailed Hawks, Bald Eagle, and maybe even a 

Golden Eagle. As always, we’ll keep our field ears on for fly-over 
finches and our eyes on for migrant and local passerines. Dress for 
the weather, bring a snack, a warm drink, binoculars and a scope, 
if you have one. 

Sunday 

2 November 

1:00 p.m. 
to 

4:00 p.m. 

INSECT WORKSHOP 

Presenter: Fenja Brodo (613-723-2054) 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretation Centre 

This will be an introduction to basic entomology with the foeus on 
distinguishing the main orders of insects (Orthoptera, 

Ephemeroptera, Diptera, Coleoptera, Lepidoptera, etc.). 

Microscopes, books, keys, and real specimens will help 
participants see and appreciate the beauty and the intricacy of 
insect structures that set the different groups apart. We need to 
limit this workshop to 1 2 people, so please register with Fenja if 
you plan to attend. 
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Tuesday OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

11 November NCC CONSERVATION PLAN FOR THE OTTAWA 

7:00 p.m. VALLEY 

Social Speaker: Gary Bell 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm. 960 Carling Avenue. 

7:30 p.m. In the fall of 201 3, the Nature Conservancy of Canada completed 
Formal a Natural Area Conservation Plan (NACP) for the Ottawa Valley, 

program in collaboration with a number of partners including the City of 

Ottawa, the National Capital Commission, and the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. This plan is a focused, regional 
analysis of conservation priorities and opportunities, and 
identifies a number of priority conservation projects over the next 
five years. Gary will outline the Conservancy’s approach to 
conservation planning for the Ottawa Valley, and review some 
priority projects and actions in our area, some of which have been 
supported by the OFNC. These projects include land securement 
projects throughout the Ottawa Valley, from Petawawa to 
Hawkesbury. Of particular interest arc the Gervais Caves in the 
Whitewater District, the Plantagenet Caves near Alfred, and 
recent additions to the Alfred Bog. 


Tuesday 
9 December 
7:00 p.m. 
Social 


7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

BABINA: BEING A BIRD IN NORTH AMERICA, NORTH 
OF MEXICO 
Speaker: Robert Alvo 

Location: Salon B, K.W. Neatby Building, Central Experimental 
Farm, 960 Carling Avenue. 

This talk will introduce a forthcoming book that will set the stage 
for similar books on other vertebrate groups, invertebrates, plants 
and natural communities. The book treats each of the 700 species 
that breed in North America (as defined by the American Birding 
Association) in three volumes. One page is allotted per species, 
focusing on interesting aspects of each species in a “best of each 
species” approach. Each species page has a cartoon (I 8 artists 
have contributed), a global range map, NatureServe conser\'ation 
status ranks (global and national for the U.S. and Canada), at least 
one photo and the written account. Spanish bird names for use in 
Mexico will be presented using the list recently adopted by the 
Mexican government. Taxonomy, nomenclature, and species 
ordering follow the American Ornithologists’ Union. An appendix 
treats the other 300 species that occur but that do not breed 
regularly in North America. See www.babina.ca. 
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Tuesday 

13 January 

7:00 

Social 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 
136'" ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Location: Fletcher Wildlife Garden Interpretive Centre, off Prince 
of Wales Drive. 

Description: The Council for 2015 will be elected at this meeting. 
There will be a brief review of the activities in 2014 and a 
statement of the Club’s finances will be given. This is an 
opportunity to meet most of the Club’s executives and the chairs 
of the various committees and to find out what makes your Club 
tick. 


Meet Hoot 



BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

1500 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON KIH 7Z1 
(613)521-7333 www.wbu.com/Ottawa 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the January - March issue must be in the 
editor’s hands by I November 2014. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 
H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamitton@storm.ca 

ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail <6 Landscape. 


URL of our site: 
www.ofnc.ca 


WEBMASTER’S email 
webmaster@ofnc. ca 
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